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Lepus Constellation



R Leporis – Hind’s 
Crimson Star

R Leporis, also known as Hind’s 
Crimson Star, is one of the most 
famous carbon stars of the night sky. 
Easy to find in Lepus (see finder 
chart) it was described by J.R. Hind in 
1845 as “a drop of blood on a black 
field.” It is a long period Mira Variable 
and varies in magnitude from 5.5 to 
11.7. It is reddest when it is dimmest. 
It is 1300 light years away and it’s 
radius is 500 times the size of the 
sun. It’s colour is spectacular in 
binoculars and you can chart the 
different hues over a variable period 
of 418-444 days.



Canis Major 
Constellation

Canis Major is easy to spot in 
the southern sky by following 
a line drawn through Orion’s 
Belt east until you find Sirius 
the brightest star in the night 
sky.



Messier 41 – An 
Open Cluster

M41 (NGC 2287) is a large bright 
open cluster which lies 5 degrees 
south of Sirius. It can be seen in 
all binoculars with many stars 
resolved in 16x70 and up. It is a 
tight well-defined cluster which 
stands out from the night sky as 
the surrounding star fields are 
sparse enhancing the beauty of 
the cluster. It is 25 light years 
distant, contains over 100 stars 
and is around 220 million years 
old. It contains several red giants 
which may be seen in binoculars.



Monoceros 
Constellation

Monoceros can be difficult to 
find as the main stars are dim. 
It can be found between Sirius 
in Canis Major and Procyon in 
Canis Minor. It lies in southern 
skies.



Messier 50 – An Open 
Cluster

Draw a line between Sirius and 
Procyon and about a third of 
the way along from Sirius lies 
the open cluster M50. A nice 
sight in binoculars from 10x50 
and up, several stars can be 
resolved with higher powers. It 
has an apparent magnitude of 
5.9 and lies 3,200 light years 
away. It is known as The Heart 
Nebula – see if you can make 
out the shape.



Gemini Constellation

Gemini lies in the southern sky 
northeast of Orion and is 
easily recognised by finding 
the bright stars Castor and 
Pollux.



Castor and Pollux 
– The Twin Stars

Castor and Pollux are the brightest 
stars in Orion. They make a fine sight 
in wide field low power binoculars as 
their differing colours are obvious 
and can be seen in the same field of 
view. Castor appears blue and is 
actually a complex star system with 6 
gravitationally bound components 
and is 51 light years distant. Pollux, 
the brighter star, is an orange giant 
and is 33 light years away. It has an 
orbiting plant, Pollux b, 2.3 times the 
size of Jupiter.



Messier 35 – An 
Open Cluster

M35 is one of the finest open clusters 
in the night sky. It can be found 
forming a triangle with Eta 
Germinorum and Propus. The cluster 
covers an area of sky as big as the full 
moon and is an ideal binocular target. 
In 10x50 binoculars it is visible as a 
misty patch with some sprinkling of 
resolved stars. From 16x70 and above 
multiple stars are resolved which 
form a fine sight. It is 2,800 light 
years distant. The smaller open 
cluster NGC 2158 can be seen just 
southwest of M35 in the same field 
of view.



NGC 2392 – A 
Planetary Nebula

NGC 2392, also known as The 
Eskimo Nebula, is normally 
considered a telescope target. It 
lies a few degrees southeast of 
Delta Geminorum. If you use a 
mounted binocular at x16 and 
above magnification the nebula 
can be seen as a bright blue 
fuzzy dot which springs in and 
out of view with averted vision. 
The colour is enhanced by the 
whiteness of a nearby star. It is 
2,780 light years distant and is a 
beautiful sight.


